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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








2.  We do not claim to have special revelation (knowledge) which others do not have. We believe the bible is our sole authority (2Tim. 3:16-17) 


3.  Reason from Scripture is used in teaching, not pressure, or control tactics. (Isa. 1:18)


4.  Every member is to study and understand God's word, not follow some man or group ideology. (1 Cor. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:15)


5.  We do not isolate ourselves, but are in the world while not being of the world. (Rom. 12:2)


6.  We are not closed minded but willing to "test all things" (1Thess. 5:21).


7.  We are not antagonistic; we believe "if it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. (Rom. 12"18)


8.  Zeal is expressed in ways controlled by God in the Scriptures. (Rom. 10:2)


9.  Without exception we are committed to God's high standard of morality, refusing to compromise anything revealed in the New Testament”.


     Being a follower of Christ has always been about faith based on personal study and investigation. True faith and its expression may seem strange, even extreme to those who are unfamiliar with faith as revealed in the New Testament. Our desire to do what is right in the sight of God must drive us to search for and find His true will as revealed in the Bible. These are the people you will find in God's true church. A cult tries to decide for you, God's people want you to look to God in His word to decide for you. (DD)


     We should therefore be, "ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear:" (1 Peter 3:15)


			JP
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     The word "ensample" or "example" is translated from the Greek word tupos which has the basic meaning of "the mark of a stroke or blow" or "a figure formed by a blow or impression."  In the technical sense, the word means "the pattern in conformity to which a thing must be made."  When traveling, we all recognize the value of a map, which shows a pattern of the roads we must take to get somewhere.  When building a house, it is much easier if we have a blueprint to follow.  When a lady sews a dress, a pattern is extremely beneficial.


     Paul is, of course, talking about an example in the ethical sense.  The Bible points out good examples to us, examples of men's lives who ought to be imitated.  Jesus Christ is the most obvious positive example for us.  The Bible tells us that God created us that we might be "conformed to the image of His Son" (Romans 8:29).  As the Lord served His disciples on one occasion, showing love and humility, He reminded them, "For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you: (John 13:14).  Peter reminds us that the Lord serves as an example of suffering to His disciples:  "For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that ye should follow his steps . . ." (1 Peter 2:21).


     The apostles themselves became examples to other Christians.  Paul wrote to the Philippians, "Brethren, be ye imitators together of me, and mark them that so walk even as ye have us for








for good in the areas in which Paul instructed Timothy?  We should be an example in word--in our everyday speech.  This will surely preclude filthy language or cursing or taking the Lord's name in vain.  What do people hear coming out of your mouth?  We should be a pattern to others in our manner of life.  Our love should stand out above the world, so that we show kind treatment toward our brethren and we even show love (active good will) toward our enemies.  We should be an example to others of faith--showing loyalty to Christ and His word under all circumstances.  And we should be a pattern of purity, being careful to live lives that are well above the world's standards, free from anything of improprieties. 


     Let each of us ask, "As a Christian, am I the kind of example that ought to be followed or avoided by others?"  Let us never forget the importance of being "children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation" (Philippians 2:15-17).  Remember that you are "an epistle of Christ, known and read of all men."  My friend, the world is watching you.  What you claim is not nearly as important as what you do.


______________________________
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definition which can be applied in every situation. 


     Because some people are unfamiliar with the church Of Christ, they have wondered if we are a cult. Here are some reasons why we do not fit the cult description:


1.  We do not have a human leader. Christ is the head of the church (Eph. 1:22)





					





What Kind of an Example Are You?


By Brent Lewis





Paul wrote to the Corinthians, reminding them that they were "an epistle . . . a letter of Christ . . . known and read of all men" (2 Corinthians 3:2-3).  Later, he admonished Timothy to see the power of his example:  Let no man despise thy youth, but be thou an ensample to the believers in word, in manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity: 


(1 Timothy 4:12).








an ensample;" and he later said, "The things which ye both learned and received and heard and saw in me, these things do: and the God of peace shall be with you" (Philippians 3:17; 4:9).  Men, of course, are only to be imitated as they pattern themselves after Christ.  Paul told the Corinthians, "Be ye imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ" (1 Corinthians 11:1).


     The Bible also points out bad models, which are to be avoided, by providing a dissuasive example.  Paul tells the Corinthians to not act like the faithless Israelites who wandered in the wilderness, unable to enter the promised land because of their disobedience to God.  He concludes this warning by saying, "Now these things happened unto them by way of example; and they were written for our admonition . . ." (1 Corinthians 10:11; see also Hebrews 4:1-2, 11).


     There is a simple fact in all of this.  You are going to be an example to others of one kind or the other: either good or bad.  In the same way that we are either with the Lord or against Him (Matthew 12:30), and that we are either walking in the narrow or the broad way (Matthew 7:13-14), we can only be one kind of example.


      Parents serve as a role model for their children.  Teachers become examples to their students.  Leaders in the church serve as an example to the other members.  Older members strongly influence younger members.  Young people serve as an example to other young people.


    Wouldn't it be good if each of us would decide that we are going to be an example 





A Cult?





     We are all aware of the case of Mary Winkler who tragically shot and killed her husband in their home in Selmer Tennessee. Matthew Winkler was a preacher for an institutional group identified as The Church if Christ. Because of the unusual circumstances of this crime the national media flooded the scene to make the most of the story, only to find the entire matter shrouded in secrecy. 


Because of this secrecy, there was no story and most of what they reported was speculation. Starving for any "tid bit", they talked to any one willing to talk. One interview with a local Baptist preacher asked the question, (as though he would know anything about the Church) what is the Church of Christ and how did it get started? His reply was, "it’s a cult started about 150 years ago by Alexandra Campbell" and pretty much left it at that. Many have the tendency to use prejudicial language to describe those with whom they disagree.


     In an article, "Is the church of Christ A Cult?", Brother David Diestelkamp wrote the following:


“People sometimes throw the word cult around out of fear of the unknown and as a way to avoid open-minded investigation. Of course there are religious cults that are spiritually, emotionally and physically dangerous and damaging. Deciding what is a cult and what isn't can be difficult because there is not one, all encompassing 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has asked for special prayer on her behalf. 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green continues to have back pain.  Also remember Josh Green


Bro. Buddy Clark his health has improved and spirits lifted. We are thankful.  They are away to day on a little R&R.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. 


______________________________





Ladies Bible Class


Monday night at 7:30 PM


At the building


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---A. Petrochko


Song Leader---David Holmes


Lord's Supper---Marty Hammond


   Asst. 1-----Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 2-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 3-----Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 4-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Malcolm Smith


Read Scripture---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon-------Steve Trammel


Announcements----Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer-----Joe Phillips


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Joey Jackson


Song Leader-------Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer------Jeff Lacquement


Read Scripture ---Rex Veteto


Sermon----Steve Trammel


Lord's Supper----Marty Hammond


Announcements----Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer-----Joe Phillips


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Zack Huff


Invitation---Ross Statham


Closing Prayer---David Holmes





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














